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All	Saints’	Anglican	Church,	Prebbleton	
	

The	 first	 All	 Saints’,	 Prebbleton	 was	 built	 in	 1871-2	 to	 the	 design	 of	 Benjamin	 Woolfield	
Mountfort,	 with	 the	 nave	 being	 extended	 in	 1877.1,2.	 There	 was	 a	 F.W.	 Sandford	 pipe	 organ	
erected	in	the	church	in	July	1905.	However,	both	were	destroyed	by	fire	on	21	March	1906.		
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The	 new	 church	 building	 was	 built	 to	 the	 original	 plans,	 with	 a	 larger	 organ	 chamber,	 and	
improved	 ventilation	 and	 lighting,	 and	 a	 porch3	 under	 Cyril	 J.	 Mountfort,	 second	 son	 of	 B.W.	
Mountfort,	 who	 had	 inherited	 his	 father's	 practice.	 The	 contractors	 were	 Messrs	 Graham	 &	
Greig	of	Christchurch,	the	seats	being	made	by	Mr	J.	Forbes	of	Tai	Tapu.	The	building,	with	the	
seats	and	a	memorial	window,	cost	£1,100,	with	the	organ,	carpets,	and	other	furnishings	£266,	
the	organ	costing	£151	10s	–	excluding	freight.		
	
The	 new	 church	 was	 opened	 on	 11	 July	 1907,	 the	 building	 being	 crowded,	 with	 the	 seating	
capacity	of	160	being	exceeded	to	standing	room	only.4	A	peal	of	 five	bells	was	purchased	 for	
the	bell	 tower	and	dedicated	on	4	February	1913,	at	a	cost	of	over	£300.	 In	1984,	 the	 lounge,	
toilet,	 and	 kitchen	 area	was	 built	 and	 opened	 and	 the	 lounge	 named	 after	 J.H.	 Tosswell	 who	
donated	five	acres	for	the	church	site	in	1865.	
	
The	 organ	 by	 Messrs	 Wadsworth	 Brothers	 of	 Manchester	 was	 purchased	 on	 the	
recommendation	of	Dr	Bradshaw,	Anglican	Cathedral	Organist,	and	erected	by	E.	H.	Jenkins	and	
H.	 Brett.	 The	 organ	 was	 hand	 blown	 until	 1949	 when	 an	 electric	 blower	 was	 fitted	 5	 in	 an	
external	 shed	 just	 outside	 the	 organ	 chamber	 -	 the	 foundations	 or	 which	 can	 just	 be	
differentiated	 in	the	concrete	path.	 In	the	1980s	the	present	home-made	blower	was	 fitted	by	
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Mr.	B.	Bicknell	-	an	amateur	organ	enthusiast	of	Christchurch.		
This	instrument	is	the	only	Wadsworth	in	the	South	Island	and	the	only	one	of	the	five	in	New	
Zealand	that	-	apart	from	the	blower	-	has	not	been	rebuilt	or	modified.	
	
GREAT	
Open	Diapason	 	 8	
Stopped	Diapason	&	Clarabella		8	
Dulciana	 	 	 8	
Harmonic	Flute	 	 4	
	
SWELL	
Salicional	 	 	 8	
Lieblich	Gedact	 	 8	
Gemshorn	 	 	 4	
Oboe	 	 	 	 8	

PEDAL	
Bourdon	 	 16	
	
COUPLERS	
Swell	Octave	
Swell	to	Great	
Swell	to	Pedals	
Great	to	Pedals	
	
	
	

	
Compass:	58/30	
Mechanical	action	to	manuals	
Tubular-pneumatic	action	to	pedals	
Balanced	swell	pedal	
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